
Class Notes

Karen Cox, BSN ’90, PhD ’01, manager of 
quality improvement in the Office of Clinical 
Effectiveness at University of Missouri Health 
Care, was awarded the 2011 Distinguish 
Quality Professional Award by the Missouri 
Association for Healthcare Quality for 
outstanding performance and dedication to 
the field of health care quality. 

Mei R. Fu, BSN ’97, MS(N) ’00, PhD ’03, 
received R21 funding from the National 
Institutes of Health for her research on 
pro-inflammatory biomarkers and post-
breast cancer lymphedema. She credits her 
MU Sinclair School of Nursing mentorship 
from Jane Armer, Verna Rhodes, Roxanne 
McDaniel, Vicki Conn and Eileen Porter for 
her research success. She is an assistant 
professor in the College of Nursing at New 
York University.

Jennifer Jones Reese, BSN ’06, and husband, 
David, welcomed Thomas Carlton Reese Oct. 
6, 2011, at 9 pounds 2 ounces. 

Dot Shannon, BSN ’08, received the DAISY 
award in a ceremony at Women’s and 
Children’s Hospital in January. Shannon, a 
nurse in the neonatal intensive care unit 
(NICU) for the past seven years, is the 
University of Missouri Health Care’s fourth 
recipient of the award. DAISY founders 
Mark and Bonnie Barnes and MU Health 
Care’s Chief Nurse Executive Anita Larsen, 
RN, presented the award. Erica Millbach, 
the mother of a former NICU patient (now 
a healthy 2-year-old) nominated Shannon 
for the award. One of Millbach’s favorite 
memories of Shannon was when the nurse 
put a bow on her baby’s head and decorated 
her incubator for a visit from friends.

Laurel Despins, PhD ’11, was recognized as 
a Sinclair Scientist for her research on the 
intersection of organizational priorities and 

individual attributes and their impact on the 
capacity to respond to patient safety risk. 
She also received the MU Sinclair School of 
Nursing Dean’s Award at the 2011 Health 
Sciences Research Day in November for her 
poster on this topic. 

Jean Krampe, PhD ’10, had her 2012 project, 
“The Effect of Dance-Based Therapy on 
Knee and Hip Osteoarthritis: A Pilot Study,” 
funded for $10,000 by the Hartford Center of 
Geriatric Nursing Excellence in Iowa. Krampe, 
RN, CPHQ, is assistant professor in the School 
of Nursing at Saint Louis University.

Michelle Matteson, PhD ’11, presented 
her poster, “A Pilot Intervention to Improve 
Medication Adherence in Nonadherent 
Inflammatory Bowel Disease Patients,” at 
the 2011 Advances in Inflammatory Bowel 
Diseases Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation’s 
Clinical and Research Conference Dec. 1-3, 
2011, in Hollywood, Fla., Cindy Russell was 
her doctoral advisor.

Keith Chan and Jamie Myers joined the 
research team as research specialists on 
the Medication Adherence Meta-Analysis 
project.

Starsha Ferguson joined the School as 
administrative assistant in the Student 
Affairs Office in February 2012.

Adrienne Johnson joined the School as 
the new academic advisor and diversity 
recruitment and retention specialist in 
November 2011. Her dual role includes 
advising undergraduate students who 
are not admitted to the clinical major, 
and focusing on diversity recruitment 
retention. Johnson will work with 
MUSSON’s Diversity Task Force and campus 
leaders as she coordinates recruitment of 
underrepresented students.

Asad Khan, IT user support specialist, 
received the MU Service Champions Award 
for August 2011. Khan also was one of 
four finalists for the 2011 Chancellor’s 
Outstanding Staff Award for technical/
paraprofessionals in spring 2011.

Gregory Alexander, associate professor, 
was appointed to the MU Faculty Advisory 
Committee on Intellectual Property. He also 
was selected as a Journal of Rural Health 
Exceptional Reviewer. 

Leslie Stacye Lindsay, BSN ’01, wrote Speaking of 
Apraxia: A Parents’ Guide to Childhood Apraxia of Speech, 
scheduled for March 2012 release by Woodbine House. 
Childhood Apraxia of Speech (CAS) is a motor-neuro-
logical speech disorder in which children know what they 
want to say but cannot coordinate their thoughts with 
the complex sequences needed to speak. When Lindsay’s 
oldest daughter, Kate, was diagnosed with CAS, Lindsay 
knew little about the disorder. Determined to find out 
more and learn how best to help her daughter, Lindsay 

started extensive research 
and began presenting the 
information to parents 
and grandparents look-
ing for answers. This book is the culmination of many 
years of research and writing and includes a parent’s 
experience as well as the latest research and professional 
insights into the disorder. Lindsay, her husband, Jim, 
and their two daughters, Kate and Kelly, live in the Chi-
cago area where she writes full-time. Previously, Lindsay 
worked as a staff nurse in child/adolescent psychiatry 
at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn. Follow Leslie’s 
blog about parenting, child development, CAS and 
more at www.leslie4kids.wordpress.com.
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